
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  October 20, 2019 

 

Dear Jacobsville Elementary Families: 

 

It is with immense sadness that I write to you today to let you know we have lost a member of our Jacobsville 

family. Liam Wells, a third-grader at our school whose courage, bravery, and optimism were an inspiration to 

everyone he met, died Friday after a long battle with antibody mediated rejection, plastic bronchitis, and numerous 

other complications. As many of you know, Liam received a heart transplant recently.  

 

Liam was kind-hearted, a good friend, and always brought a smile to everyone's face. He had, as one of our teachers 

put it, a spirit that was hard to put into words.  

 

Liam brought joy wherever he went and was proud to be the focal point of last year’s Kids Heart Challenge event at 

our school. He was a determined young man who looked at every situation with a positive attitude, and he will be 

sorely missed.  

 

We have been in contact with Liam’s family and will provide any resources and support that we can to assist them in 

the difficult days ahead. I know you will continue to be a source of support for them as well. In correspondence I 

received from Liam’s mother Friday night, she wrote about how wonderful the entire Jacobsville Elementary family 

has been and how much Liam loved coming to school here. I assured her that we loved Liam and his entire family 

just as much.  

 

Our school counselors and school psychologist, along with additional personnel from our Employee Assistance 

Program and other resources from across our school system, will be available at school tomorrow to speak with any 

students or staff members who have a need to talk about their feelings. We will continue to make those resources 

available.  

 

I encourage you to talk openly with your child about this sad event in a manner you deem most appropriate, and to 

help them understand that it’s OK not to have answers to every question. Children learn how to deal with grief by 

watching adults deal with grief. Please do not be afraid to express your emotions in front of your children. Healthy 

outlets of emotions can be a valuable lesson for them. Additional resources to assist you and your child can be found 

at www.aacps.org/crisisresources in the “Dealing with Grief” section near the bottom of the page.  

 

Arrangements for Liam have not yet been finalized. When they are, I will send them to you. If any of the services are 

public and your child wishes to attend, we strongly encourage you to attend with him or her. 

 

If you or your child have a need to talk with someone in order to help cope with this situation before schools reopen 

tomorrow, I encourage you to call the Anne Arundel County Crisis Warmline at 410-768-5522. That service is 

available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school tomorrow if we can be of assistance. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

April Umile 

Principal 

AU/bm 

http://www.aacps.org/crisisresources

